
International Competition for the Creation of an Emblem for International 

Geodiversity Day 

Rules and Procedures of the Competition 

 

1. Organizers 

The competition is being organized by the scientific proposers of International Geodiversity 

Day: Prof José Brilha, University of Minho; Prof Murray Gray, Queen Mary University of 

London; Dr Jack Matthews, Oxford University Museum of Natural History; Prof Zbigniew 

Zwoliński, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań 

 

Website: https://www.geodiversityday.org/ 

Contact email: jack.matthews@oum.ox.ac.uk (N.B. do not make submissions via this email) 

2. Introduction 

In April of 2021, the UNESCO Executive Board approved by unanimity the proposal to 

create an International Geodiversity Day. More than 70 countries co-sponsored this proposal, 

which is a sign of the remarkable support is has from all continents. The recommendation 

now goes forward to a final vote at the 41st Session of the UNESCO General Conference in 

November 2021. 

Geodiversity is all around you. It is all the parts of nature that aren't alive; including the 

Earth's minerals, rocks, fossils, soils, sediments, landforms, topography, geological and 

morphogenetic processes, and hydrological features such as rivers and lakes. 

International Geodiversity Day will enable coordinated activities to take place worldwide, 

highlighting the importance of geodiversity. Bringing  together people, communities, 

organisations, and countries across the world, it is expected that this will include educational, 

awareness raising, and public and policy engagement activities. 

It is expected that the first International Geodiversity Day will be on October 6th 2022. 

The final decision of the UNESCO Executive Board can be found here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/138TEYzxm6EMfHrlT2SHx6EC1g7HFyaDd/view?usp=shari

ng 

The scientific proposers of IGD have decided that the Day needs an emblem to give greater 

visibility to geodiversity and the International Day itself, and to support the concept as it is 

discussed at the UNESCO General Conference. 

3. Conditions of Participation 

The competition is open to all who are younger than 30 years old on July 31st 2021. The 

candidates participate in their private and personal capacity. Proposals from minors must be 

submitted by a person have legal responsibility for them. 

The Organizers encourage proposals from all regions of the world. 

 

Candidates are encouraged to learn more via the website https://www.geodiversityday.org/ 

 

4. Selection Criteria 

mailto:jack.matthews@oum.ox.ac.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/138TEYzxm6EMfHrlT2SHx6EC1g7HFyaDd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/138TEYzxm6EMfHrlT2SHx6EC1g7HFyaDd/view?usp=sharing
https://www.geodiversityday.org/


The emblem should satisfy the following requirements: 

a. Basic Criteria 

• Symbolize the importance of geodiversity 

• Not be offensive to any sensitivities, be they of national, cultural, or religious 

character; 

b. Conceptual Criteria for Appreciation 

• Pertinence and relevance for all regions of the world 

• Quality and originality of the visual presentation 

• Aesthetic value 

c. Formal Criteria for Appreciation 

• Readability and immediate identification 

• Easiness of exploitations, transposition, and adaptation (in particular for 

electronic media, use in colour and in black and white) 

The winner will be chose by an international panel of judges, the names of which will be 

published on the website.  

5. Submission of Proposals 

The proposals should be submitted before 17:00 GMT on July 31st 2021 

Proposals are to be submitted via the dedicated online form, with the elements attached in 

TIFF, JPEG, or PDF format and should not exceed 10 MB. Proposals can only be accepted 

via this form. 

Participants are required to submit their proposal together with information including their 

name, country, and email. The proposal itself should under no circumstance indicate any of 

these details, nor any information on the age, gender, or national origin of the participant. 

The Organisers take no responsibility for the submitted proposals.  

Participants submitting an emblem within this competition certify and warrants that the 

proposal does not violate the rights of any third party or any copyright. 

Submissions must be submitted online via this form: https://forms.gle/xzKUKS4HHd38gtgw7 

You will need a Google account to be able to complete the form and submit your file. 

 

6. Technical Format of Proposals 

Each participant may present a single proposal, to be submitted via the online submission 

form. As submitted the emblem should fill about 2/3 of the space of an A4 page, although it 

will of course often be used in a smaller size. 

Any proposal that does not satisfy the conditions of participation will not be considered. 

7. Prize 

The is no formal financial or other prize for this competition 

8. Intellectual Property Rights 

The winner grants to the Organizers, and any successor International Geodiversity Day 

organization, a non-exclusive, worldwide, sub-licensable, royalty-free, and perpetual license 

to use the design. 

https://forms.gle/xzKUKS4HHd38gtgw7


By the submission of a proposal, the participant authorizes the use of their proposal for the 

purposes of public information, for example to publish the results of the competition in 

spoken, written, and electronic media, with the name of the creator, and to exhibit and publish 

the submitted projects or some of them anywhere in the world. 

All of the submitted proposals that are not selected remain the intellectual property of their 

creators, unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

9. Validity of the Rules and Procedures 

By participating in this competition, the participants accept unconditionally the rules and 

procedures. 


